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AREPORT.
To His Excellency Wm. E. Russell,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
The Commissioners of the Firemen's Relief Fund herewith
submit their First Annual Report for the year ending June
30, 1891.
It was the latter part of Xovember before the first claim
was paid, since the first meetings were devoted to organiza-
tion, the formulation of rules and regulations, together with
the preparation of the requisite application blanks. In these
and other matters, valuable service was rendered by Commis-
sioner Allen of Pittsfield, whose lengthy experience in the
life insurance business proved of special utility at this time.
The arrangements perfected at the outset have proved very
satisfactory, and the methods adopted have reduced to a
minimum the possibility of a fraudulent claim being granted.
Most of the Board were thoroughly familiar with the duties
of firemen, which enabled them to more readily comprehend
such statements as were from time to time laid before them.
No criterion existing by which even an approximate estimate
could be made as to the amount to be drawn from the fund,
the sums agreed upon for the benefits were, if anything,
placed at a smaller figure than would have been preferred
by a majority of the commissioners. While the disability
relief, granted at the rate of $1.50 per day, seems fair, the
deaih benefit, aggregating but $400, and the allowance of
$1.50 per week for children under fifteen years of age, appear
hardly commensurate.
The law, in its specification of beneficiaries, is extremely
broad ; and not only covers all members of organized fire
departments, but goes so far as to include any person doing
4lire duty at the request of the authorities of a town having no
organized lire department,— a fact that should be thoroughly
understood and appreciated. Thus it will be seen that a
year of extensive conflagrations, attended by a large number
of fatalities, might completely exhaust the fund, rather than
leave a gratifying financial exhibit, like that presented at the
close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1891.
The good accomplished thus far would seem to be a valid
argument for the appropriation being made an annual one.
At present, in order to guarantee an allotment, it is neces-
sary to appear before legislative committees at each session,
and reiterate truths that have unquestionably satisfied pre-
vious committees. With the constantly changing personnel
of the Senate and the House, and the advent of new members
having no special knowledge of the importance of the work,
the failure of representative firemen to appear year by year,
at a sacrifice of both time and money, would naturally hazard
a perpetuity of the fund.
The act of 1891 is substantially the same as that of 1890,
under which this Board originated, with the exception of the
number of commissioners being reduced to five, and an
allowance of $500 being set apart for actual expenses of
disbursement.
The work of this commission has been largely a labor of
love, though the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association
insisted upon defraying the travelling expenses of its mem-
bers. To Treasurer Williamson of this association, as
custodian of the fund, and to Secretary Burt for valuable
aid, acknowledgments are due. Thanks are also extended
to Sergeant-at-Arms Adams, and the attaches of his depart-
ment, for courtesies extended.
Appended is a tabulated statement of money expended,
together with other data pertaining to the manner of distribu-
tion, etc.
For the Board,
J. C. CROMBIE,
Secretary.
5Worcester, Mass., July 1, 1891.
To the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
I have the honor to present herewith a report of my receipts
and expenditures, as treasurer of the fund, for the Massachusetts
State Firemen's Association, appropriated June 28, 1890, and
administered in conformity therewith.
Receipts.
Nov. 17, 1890, received of Hon. George A. Marden, Treas-
urer of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, $10,000, for
the benefit of the firemen of the State of Massachusetts
(chapter 450, under act of June 28, 1890), . . . .$10,000 00
Expenditures
2,903 days 1 injury benefit, at §1.50 per day, .... $4,354 50
3 death benefits, at $300, 900 00
4 funeral benefits, at $100, 400 00
115 weeks and three days' benefit, for minor children, at
$1 50 per week, 173 15
$5,827 65
Balance in favor of Commonwealth. .... 4.172 35
$10,000 00
Hiram R. Williamson,
Treasurer Massachusetts State Firemen's Association.
1890.
Nov. 26. Paid Mrs. Annie M. Tarbox, Lynn,
—
Death benefit,
Funeral benefit,
Paid Mrs. Annie M. Tarbox, guardian for Harry
B. Tarbox, 17 weeks1 benefit, .
Dec. 3. Paid Mrs. Sarah T. Phillips, Maiden, —
Death benefit,
Funeral benefit,
Paid Mrs. Sarah T. Phillips, guardian for Henry
Revere Phillips, 14 weeks 1 benefit,
.
Dec. 9. Paid Phebe K. Spooner, New Bedford,
Herbert M. Spooner. New Bedford,
Permelia C. Spooner. New Bedford,
.
Death benefit of Edward C Spooner,
—
Paid Chas S. Paisler, New Bedford, for
funeral expenses of Edward C. Spooner,.
Paid Frederic Wallace, Lawrence,
$300 00
100 00
25 50
300 00
100 00
21 00
50 00
50* 00
200 00
100 00
72 00
61891.
Jan. 5.
Jan. 12.
Feb. 2.
Feb. 10.
Jan. 18.
March 11.
April 6.
Mrs. Sarah T. Phillips, guardian, Maiden, . 827 00
Mrs. Annie M. Tarbox, guardian, Lynn, 7 50
Samuel Kingston, Maiden, .... 180 00
William F. Kelly, Westvale, 37 50
Richard F. Baruett, Provincetown, 21 00
William G. Wesson, Westfield, . 52 50
Dennis Welch, Westfield, .... 42 00
John W. Emerson, Lowell, .... 105 00
George H. Kendall, Fitchburg, 10 50
Ernest L. Stewart, Haverhill, 79 50
William H. Maxfield, New Bedford, . 17 25
John F. Boothby. Boston, .... 33 00
James J. Burke, Worcester,.... 13 50
James A. Haley, Boston, .... 85 50
Paul Power, Worcester, .... 51 00
Thomas Gilchrist, Worcester, 21 00
Patrick J. Follen, Somerville, 16 50
Mrs. Annie M. Tarbox, guardian, Lynn, 6 00
D. L Browne11, Taunton, .... 55 50
John R H Bun tin, West Gardner, 178 50
Matthew M. Lawlor, West Gardner, 105 00
Michael A. Perr, Lexington, 36 00
George P. Woodbury, Salem, 21 00
W. E Stetson, Holyoke, .... 21 00
John H. Moreland, Peabody, 21 00
Edward W Abbott, Salem, .... 16 50
Ernest P. Morris, Haverhill, 18 00
George A. Langley, Haverhill, . 15 00
Thomas J Woods, Worcester, . . 21 00
Gardiner Lord of Athol, chairman of select-
men, for funeral of Alexander McLeod, . 100 00
Mrs. Sarah T. Phillips, guardian, Maiden, . 15 86
Walter A. Caldwell, Beverly, 27 00
Charles P. Smith, Boston, .... 78 00
Cornelius J. O'Brien, Boston, 10 50
James H Thorburn, Boston, 6 00
William H. Cobb, Boston, .... 63 00
Willis L. Gould, Woburn 24 00
Isaac H. Bullard. Waltham,.... 13 50
Daniel A. Glenn, Waltham, .... 27 00
Alfred C. Porter, Athol, .... 81 00
Luther C. Perry, Athol, .... 63 00
Mrs Annie M Tarbox, guardian, Lynn, 7 50
Henry G. Bobbins, Peabody, 52 50
George D. Parker, Haverhill, 75 00
George W. Mowe, Lynn, .... 31 50
John Reilly, Xo. Adams, .... 10 50
J. J. Higgins, Springfield, .... 21 00
71891.
April 6. Paid Chas. S. Barringer, Springfield,
John Mclnnes, Boston,
Jacob Sneden, Salem, .
G. E. Fifield, Haverhill,
Curtis C. Dearborn, Lawrence,
Julian A. Sweet, New Bedford,
Albert C. Lynn, Boston,
Mrs. Sarah T. Phillips, guardian, Maiden,
Mrs. Annie M. Tarbox, guardian, Lynn,
May 11. William H. Connor, Orange,
William W. Braman, New Bedford,
James W. Anderson, Springfield,
George F. Saunders, Newton,
John F. Brown, Lynn, .
Amos Holbrook, Lynn,
George W. Mowe, Lynn,
Mrs. Annie M Tarbox, guardian, Lynn
June 3. Leonard P. Strong, Springfield,
Ephraim Baptiste, Waltham,
H. L. Ainsworth, Springfield,
Richard A Bradley, Boston,.
Martin EL Ryan, Boston,
George W. Tuck, Gloucester,
Seth H. W. Williams, Lynn,
Thomas L. Hunter, Cambridge,
Charles H. Long, Boston,
John F. Boothby, Boston,
William N. Jewett, New Bedford,
Pliny B. Sherman, New Bedford,
Clarfaus Vausant, New Bedford,
.
C. E. Divoll, Worcester,
June 30. Mrs Sarah T. Phillips, guardian, Maiden,
Mrs Annie M. Tarbox, guardian, Lynn,
Thomas F Boland, Boston, .
Harry G. Winsor, Brockton,
J. J. McCarthy, Boston,
Chas. A. Floyd, Boston,
Daniel R. Sullivan, Fall River,
Henry M Paull, Haverhill, .
William H. Martin, Lynn, .
John F. Holpin, Haverhill, .
Richard O'Hern, No. Adams,
Charles H. Gerry, So. Gardner,
George F. Griffin, Boston, .
George G. Craft, Jr., Boston,
Daniel M. Shaughnessy, Boston,
Charles C. Willett, Boston, .
Thomas J. Garvin, Watertown,
sl vil
.
June 30. Paid William H. Hughes, Boston,
William J. Killion, Boston, .
D. T. Callahan, Boston,
Horace F. Buxton, Brookline,
William T. Cheswell, Boston,
Edward D. Haselton, Haverhill,
Havard L. Sargent, Haverhill,
W. C. Bennett, Haverhill, .
James Leckie, Fitchburg,
George P. Findley, Fitchburg,
W. H. Halstead, Lowell,
Owen Tully, Boston,
John H. Fuller, Boston,
John E. Cassidy, Boston,
Robert J. Mitchell, Boston, .
$16 05
85 50
18 00
12 00
108 00
10 50
30 00
25 50
42 00
10 50
-61 50
12
(
00
31*50
19 50
52 50
85,827 65
9Commonfocaltb of gtassacbusctts.
Board of Commissioners of the Firemen's Relief Fund.
State House, Boston, Oct. 8, 1890.
The following rules have been adopted this day to govern the
meetings of the Board and the disbursement of the fund.
AY. H. Dupree, Chairman.
J. C. Crombie, Secretary.
Article I.
Section 1. This organization shall be known as the " Board of Com-
missioners of the Firemen's Relief Fund."
Sect. 2. Regular meetings of the Board shall be held on the first
Wednesday of each month, at 1 o'clock p. m.
Article II
Section 1. The officers of this Board shall consist of a chairman, a
secretary and a treasurer, who shall hold their respective offices for one
year, or until their successors shall be elected
Sect. 2. The officers shall be elected by this Board, and a majority
of all the votes cast shall be necessaiw for an election.
Sect. 3. At all meetings of the Board, a majority shall constitute a
quorum, and a majority of such quorum shall determine all questions.
Sect. 4. All orders on the treasurer of the Massachusetts State Fire-
men's Association must be signed by the chairman and secretary.
Article III.
Section 1. All firemen, or others eligible to the benefits of this fund
who may become injured in the line of fire duty, shall be entitled to
benefits from this fund as follows : at the rate of one dollar and fifty
cents for each day while unable to attend to their ordinary business by
reason of such injury ; such benefit arising from any particular injury,
shall not continue longer than one hundred and fifty days from the
date of such injury ; but the Board may extend such benefit, if they
deem it advisable, and if the amount of the fund at that time will
permit it.
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Sect. 2. In case of death from injury received while in the perform-
ance of fire duty, the Board shall pay to the widow or children of the
deceased, three hundred dollars; and one hundred dollars for funeral
expenses ; and to each child under fifteen years of age, of such deceased
fireman, one dollar and fifty cents per week in monthly payments. In
case the deceased leaves neither wife nor children, a sum not exceeding
one hundred dollars shall be paid for funeral expenses.
Sect. 3 All particulars regarding each case where a benefit is
required, shall be certified, on blank form, in triplicate, by the chief or
acting chief of each fire department, and commanding officer of com-
pany ; or if from Boston, a majority of the fire commissioners, and com-
manding officer of company; and in case of protective departments,
by the commanding officer of the department; or if there is no organ-
ized fire department, by a majority of the selectmen ; in all cases the
physician who attended the injured applicant must make an affidavit.
Sect. 4. Applications for relief or benefits shall be made to the sec-
retary of the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association, in compliance
with forms to be furnished by him for that purpose, and they shall be
made within ten days after receiving the injury ; but said time for mak-
ing such applications may be extended by the Board, for good cause
shown.
Sect. 5. If the applicant in any case fails to obtain the signature or
certificate of any person or officer necessary to enable him to conform
to the requirements of the prescribed forms, he shall make a written
application for relief to the commissioners, who are empowered to make
any order that in their opinion justice may require.
Sect. 6. All applications to be made in triplicate ; one copy to be
retained by the Board, and one copy each by the secretary and treasurer
of the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association.
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Board of 1890-91.
WM. H. DUPREE, Chairman.
JAS. C. CROMBIE, Secretary.
WM. H. DUPREE, Boston.
JAS. C. CROMBIE, Lawrence.
C. S. PAISLER, New Bedford.
j. j. McCarthy, Charlestown.
Appointed by the Governor.
THEODORE L. ALLEN, Pittsfield.
E. S. HOSMER, Lowell.
C. M. MILLS, Worcester.
Elected by State Firemen's Association.
Board of 1891-92.
JAS. C. CROMBIE, Chairman.
C. S. PAISLER, Secretary.
JAS. C. CROMBIE, Lawrence.
C. S. PAISLER, New Bedford.
C. H. PLUMMER, Boston.
Appointed by the Governor.
THEODORE L. ALLEN, Pittsfield.
E. S. HOSMER, Lowell.
Elected by State Firemen's Association.
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[Chap. 450, Acts of 1890.]
An Act in favor of the Massachusetts state firemen's
association.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows :
Section 1 . Before the first day of July in the year eighteen hun-
dred and ninety there shall be allowed and paid out of the treasury
of the Commonwealth to the treasurer of the Massachusetts State
Firemen's Association the sum of ten thousand dollars. Said sum
shall be paid from the moneys received for taxes from fire insur-
ance companies doing business in the Commonwealth.
Sect. 2. The money so paid to said treasurer shall be known
and remain as the firemen's relief fund cf Massachusetts, and shall
be used as a fund for the relief of firemen, whether members of
said association or not, who may be injured while responding to,
working at or returning from an alarm of fire, and for the relief
of the widows and children of such firemen as may be killed in
the line of their duty aforesaid, in such manner and in such sums
as a board to consist of seven persons, three of whom shall be
appointed by the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association and
four of whom shall be appointed by the governor, shall deter-
mine ; the appointees of the governor not to be members of said
association.
Sect. 3. The treasurer of the Massachusetts State Firemen's
Association shall give a bond with good and sufficient sureties to
the treasurer of the Commonwealth, in double the sum received by
him from said treasurer of the Commonwealth, for the faithful per-
formance of his duties under this act ; and shall make a detailed
report under oath to the treasurer of the Commonwealth, of
expenditures of the appropriation made under this act, on or
before the fifteenth day of July in the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-one.
Sect. 4. The officers and members in active service of all
incorporated protective departments acting in concert with fire
departments, and any person doing fire duty at the request or
upon the order of the authorities of any town having no organized
fire department, and any person performing the duties of a fireman
in a town having no organized fire department, shall be eligible
for benefits from this fund.
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Sect. 5. All unexpended moneys received under this act by
the said Massachusetts State Firemen's Association shall be
returned to the treasurer of the Commonwealth on or before the
fifteenth day of July in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one.
Sect. 6. No part of this ten thousand dollars shall be expended
for salaries or any expenses whatever except as this act provides.
Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved
June 28, 1890.
[Chap. 274, Acts of 1891.]
An Act appropriating ten thousand dollars for the Massa-
chusetts STATE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows
:
Section 1. Before the first day of July in the year eighteen
hundred and ninety-one there shall be allowed and paid out of the
treasury of the Commonwealth to the treasurer of the Massachu-
setts State Firemen's Association the sum of ten thousand dollars.
Said sum shall be paid from the moneys received for taxes from
fire insurance companies doing business in this Commonwealth.
Sect. 2. The money so paid to said treasurer shall be known
and remain as the firemen's relief fund of Massachusetts, and shall
be used as a fund for the relief of firemen, whether members of
said association or not, who may be injured while responding to,
working at or returning from an alarm of fire, and for the relief of
the widows and children of such firemen as may be killed in the
line of their duty aforesaid, in such manner and in such sums as
a board to consist of five persons, two of whom shall be appointed
by the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association and three of
whom shall be appointed by the governor, shall determine ; the
appointees of the governor not to be members of said association.
Sect. 3. The treasurer of the Massachusetts State Firemen's
Association shall give a bond with good and sufficient sureties to
the treasurer of the Commonwealth, in double the sum received by
him from said treasurer, for the faithful performance of his duties
under this act ; and shall make a detailed report under oath to the
treasurer of the Commonwealth of expenditures of the appropria-
tion made under this act, on or before the fifteenth day of July in
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two.
Sect. 4. The officers and members in active service of all
incorporated protective departments acting in concert with fire
udepartments, also any person doing duty at the request or upon
the order of the authorities of any town having no organized fire
department, and any person performing the duties of a fireman in
a town having no organized fire department, shall be eligible for
benefits from this fund.
Sect. 5. All unexpended moneys received under this act by the
said Massachusetts State Firemen's Association shall be returned
to the treasurer of the Commonwealth on or before the fifteenth
day of July in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two.
Sect. 6. Five hundred dollars of the amount hereby appropri-
ated may be allowed for incidental expenses of the board herein
provided for, but otherwise no part of said ten thousand dollars
shall be expended for salaries or any expenses except as provided
in this act.
Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-
proved May i, 1891.


2d-8th reports (1891/92-1897/98)
were made to the Governor only.

